
No, I won't go! 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah...: "Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up 
before Me."  But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for 

Tarshish. 
--Jonah 1:1-3a

The Ninevites were an evil people, and a terrible enemy of Israel.  God's 
prophet Jonah salivated at the idea of watching the wrath of the Lord being 
poured out upon them.  He knew it was only a matter of time, and that 
wretched city of Nineveh would be no more. 

Then God came to Jonah and announced a different plan.  He would 
send Jonah to preach to them, and by doing so, give them a chance to repent 
and receive forgiveness of sins and salvation.  Jonah would later admit that 
God's abundant mercy was why Jonah didn't want to preach to Nineveh.  
"Better to let them go to hell than to give up the right to control my own life 
and choose where I'll go and to whom I'll preach," was Jonah's attitude.  So, 
instead of obeying the word of the Lord, Jonah ran away. 

He boarded a boat in Joppa.  On that boat, Jonah planned to travel to 
Tarshish.  Tarshish was a port on the western coast of what is now Portugal.  
There was nowhere in the entire world Jonah could have traveled to in that 
day that was farther away from Nineveh than Tarshish.  There was no length 
to which Jonah was unwilling to go to avoid what God had told him to do. 

In hindsight, as we read the book of Jonah and know what was about to 
happen to him, we know just how foolish he was being.  "Jonah," we say to 
him under our breath as we read these verses, "how could you possibly think 
you can get away with abandoning the call of God?  Don't you know He will 
pursue you until you obey?" 

Yes, it's so easy for us to criticize Jonah.  Unfortunately, it's just as easy 
for us to act like him. 

A person in the restaurant where we're eating strikes up a conversation 
and innocently says something that could lead to a discussion of God and 
eternity, and God speaks a word to our heart, "Tell him about salvation."  But 
we chicken out.  We freeze up.  Mentally, we run away. 

Or we hear that someone who hurt us in the past is going through 
difficult times, and the word from the Lord comes to us, "Go show mercy to 
her so that she might find salvation in Me."  But our pride and anger get in the 



way, so we continue avoiding her.  Spiritually speaking, we board a boat to 
Tarshish. 

Or God calls us to do evangelistic missions work.  But we don't go.  We 
have our reasons, and we're certain in our own minds that they're good 
reasons; but the bottom line is:  God said, "Go," and we said, "No." 

The sins of the people around the world are drawing God's attention.  
Their wickedness is coming up before Him.  But He loves them.  So He prefers 
not to take vengeance on them.  What He wants to do is bring about their 
repentance so that He might forgive them.  So He calls you and me to share the 
gospel with them. 

Will we run like Jonah, or will we obey?  Jonah was about to find out 
what can happen to someone who rejects God's call.  May we be wise enough 
to learn from his mistake, instead of having to make our own. 
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