
Mercy Saves 

But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was 
inside the fish three days and three nights.  From inside the fish Jonah 
prayed to the LORD his God....  And the LORD commanded the fish, 

and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 
--Jonah 1:17-2:1, 10

Jonah was dead in the water.  Or, at least he would have been.  No one 
could swim across the Mediterranean sea, so when the men on the ship had 
finally escaped God's wrath by throwing the rebellious prophet overboard, it 
would be all over for Jonah, one would have thought. 

To picture what happened, you might need to delete the mental images 
you've carried in your mind since you were told this story in your childhood 
Sunday School class.  If you're like I was, you have this "mind movie" of Jonah 
being tossed into the water, and a whale coming up to the top and swallowing 
him right away.  But that's not what happened.  Read Chapter 2 in its entirety 
for a more accurate description of the event. 

Jonah sank to the bottom of the sea, his lungs filling with water and his 
head becoming entangled with seaweed.  There in the darkness of the depths 
of the sea, he began to lose consciousness and reached the brink of death.  
Then he finally looked again to the Lord to save him. 

And God came through in a miraculous way.  What a wonderful, 
amazing God we serve--able to save the day even after it looks like it's too late 
for His children. 

Unlike people, fish are incapable of disobeying God.  So when this 
great fish was instructed to swallow Jonah and house him in a pocket of air to 
breathe for three days until he could be "resurrected" from his watery tomb, it 
obeyed the Lord. 

While there in the belly of a whale, Jonah experienced revival.  He 
acknowledged God's power, love, and mercy to have saved his life.  He 
declared that the people of the nations (such as the Ninevites) who worshiped 
any other gods were without hope.  He gave God thanks, and pledged to 
continue doing so.  Then he renewed his vow to serve the Lord as His prophet, 
proclaiming His great salvation. 

Jonah was finally ready to obey.  So God told the fish to spit him up on 
the land, and it did. 

Is someone you know in the belly of the whale today?  Perhaps your 



child, who was raised to follow the Lord, has turned his back on God to go his 
own way and is coming under God's chastening hand.  If you have someone 
like that in mind, spend some time in prayer now that God will work in that 
person's life with the same gracious discipline He showed Jonah, to bring him 
back to the path where he belongs. 

Or maybe it's you.  Maybe you've just been through a time of 
chastening, and it almost did you in, but God came through and saved you 
from the harshest consequences for your sin.  Now is the time to give Him 
thanks for being so merciful to you when you deserved it the least, and renew 
your commitment to serve Him in whatever way He desires. 
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