
Come Now... 

"Come now, let us reason together," says the Lord.  "Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, 

they shall be like wool." 
Isaiah 1:18

The first chapter of Isaiah contains many harsh words for God's people 
and their failure to be godly people.  He even calls His people "Sodom" and 
"Gomorrah" in the chapter and says that their acts of worship are wearisome to 
Him, because of the hypocrisy of carrying secret sins into the sacred meetings, 
an action that He says He cannot endure. 

But the passage leads up to the pivotal verse 18, where we find, as is so 
often the case with our merciful, loving Lord, not a word of condemnation, but 
of invitation.  Invitation to be changed into what God desires and requires, so 
that our fellowship with Him might be complete and unhindered. 

What a marvelous declaration!  Deserving as we are of the 
condemnation on Sodom, God instead opens Himself to us for our cleansing 
and enlistment in His service.  Salvation is an instantaneous experience.  If 
you have it, you got it in the twinkling of an eye.  The moment you ceased 
holding on to responsibility for your sins as one alienated from God and 
trusted Jesus to take those sins away, you passed from death into life, from 
darkness into light.  It was a permanent and eternal transaction that took only 
one moment of time. 

On the other hand, your sanctification is not an event, but a process.  A 
life-long process.  The changing of your nature to make you more like Christ is 
not instantaneous.  It had its beginning at that moment of salvation, and will 
continue until its eventual completion the moment you come, by death or 
rapture, into the presence of the Lord Jesus. 

Part of that process of sanctification involves taking time to come into 
the presence of the Lord and worship and listen to Him.  Come now, He 
invites you, let us reason together.  Come now, let Me show you the true 
nature of your heart.  Come now, let Me teach you to know Me and follow My 
perfect ways.  Come now, let Me speak to you words that remove your pride 
and self-sufficiency.  Let Me show you, one by one, your human shortcomings, 
and eliminate everything that is not holy in your character, your thoughts, 
your words, and your deeds. 

Come now, let Me teach you about your own individual weaknesses, 
about the temptations to which you are personally most vulnerable and why.  



Come now, let Me show you that My promises of cleansing are altogether 
true.  Come now, let Me teach you, one-on-one, every truth of My word and 
how it applies to you personally for your sanctification.  Come now, let Me 
implant in your heart the truth, so that by finally knowing it, you shall be set 
free. 

Come now, let Me show you that right now, your deeds are like scarlet, 
but I will make them white as snow.  Let Me show you that although your 
garments are now stained with crimson, I will wash them and make them 
clean as pure, unspotted wool. 

Are you just going through the motions of the Christian life, with 
ineffectual worship and fruitless service?  Or are you responding to God's 
invitation to be sanctified -- set apart for His perfect plan -- made holy in all 
your conduct?  He calls to you, "Come now..."   For your own sake, please, keep 
Him waiting no longer.  
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