
Finding God's Will 

(Even when it seems to hide) 

Part 2

       The Bible gives us insight into several mistakes I can make that will leave me not 
knowing God's will.  Here I discuss a few of them to avoid: 

Mistake 1) 
Doubting that God is a fully reliable source of wisdom 

The promise of wisdom in James comes with a condition:  I must believe.  When I ask for God's 
wisdom it says, I must "ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind.  Let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways."  So God's promise to provide wisdom to those 
who believe is accompanied by His promise to withhold wisdom from me when I doubt and do not 
listen to His instruction, being tossed back and forth by desires that conflict with God's expressed will.  
THAT is one BIG reason we might be finding it difficult to find God’s will:  Our doubt. 

In other words, if we believe we can’t find God’s guidance, we won’t receive God’s guidance.  
If, however, we choose to dig in our heels and believe God will keep His promises and provide us His 
wisdom, then our faith will please Him, and will result in our hearing Him. 

Hebrews 11:6 further states that to have prayers answered, "he who comes to God must believe 
that He is (God), and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him," because "without faith, it 
is impossible to please Him." 

Mistake 2) 
Not being patient enough to wait for the Lord to reveal His plan 
and trying to get what I want for myself in my own way 

Charles Stanley once likened us to Esau, who traded in his birthright for a mere bowl of soup, 
because he was hungry and impatient to wait a few minutes to eat what God would provide.  When I 
am impatient, I make mistakes, trying to get for myself what God would provide for me in His time if I 
just waited.  This cuts me off from the flow of God's wisdom.  And I lose whatever great blessing God 
wanted me to have in answer to my needs (such blessing is my "birthright" as a child of God) just to 
get what I want at this moment.  And what I get is soon gone, and I'm left feeling like an empty soup 
bowl, because I did not trust Him and wait for Him. 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your 
own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 
   --Proverbs 3:5-7 (NASB) 

Throughout your teen years, there's something you want a lot:  Freedom.  Independence.  The 
opportunity to live your life the way you want to.  Go where you want when you want. 



Adulthood brings that freedom you've longed for.  And it's a crucial time in your life.  Until 
then, it was your parents’ and church’s responsibility to make sure you were trained in the ways of the 
Lord.  Now, more than ever before, maintaining your life and your relationship with God becomes your 
responsibility. 

It's a difficult time of life, because its tempting to think that we can follow our own hearts' 
desires, and get away with ignoring our Lord, who loves us even more than we love ourselves. 

In Proverbs 3, the Bible warns us to ignore our own insights and reject our own mind and 
feelings as a guide. 

Some sources of advice are easy for us to reject.  For example, many Americans turn to 
psychics for help.  You know Jesus.  So you know how silly it would be to turn to psychics for help.  
By the way, you may have heard about Dione Warwick’s TV-promoted psychic hotline going bankrupt.  
(They should have seen that coming.)  But to the Christian with access to God’s word, it was obvious 
that these psychics were spiritually bankrupt from the very beginning. 

It’s easy to avoid being deceived by the unbelieving world, because their foolishness is obvious 
to us.  But here in the Bible, we’re warned against being deceived by someone whose folly isn’t so 
obvious to us:  ourselves. 

It’s been said that the most influential things we ever say are the things we tell ourselves.  And 
I’ve learned that no one can mislead me like I can.  Nothing can deceive me and send me down the 
wrong path like my own heart can.  Because my own heart always seems right to me.  Even though it’s 
frequently wrong.  Proverbs tells us that if we want a smooth, straight path in life, we must turn our 
backs on what our hearts tell us, and follow God.  The world says “Follow your heart.”  God’s word 
says that’s foolish and stupid, and many people have learned from experience how dangerous it is to act 
without consulting God just because we feel so strongly about something.  Don’t follow your heart.  
Follow God.  Let your heart trust in the Lord. 

Recently I was in Gettysburg touring the battlefields with some friends.  We went to what’s 
called the “Devil’s Den.”  If you’ve seen it before, you know the look of the place.  Very large boulders 
close together that you can climb on.  One of my friends decided to climb down underneath between 
two of the boulders, into a crevice that was deep but not very wide. 

As he was climbing in, I said to my other friend, “What on earth is he doing?!?  How does he 
expect to get up out of there?” 

Sure enough, he got stuck.  He said he had thought he would be able to come out the other end, 
but found there wasn’t any way through once he got in there.  That’s kind of what happens in our lives 
when we follow our own understanding.  We wind up trapped in a spiritual “devil’s den,” unable to pull 
ourselves out the other end as easily as we thought we could. 

As I stood over him, trying to figure out a way to lift him out, envisioning a vulture perched 
patiently overhead, I told him, “If it’s any consolation, this experience is giving me some great sermon 
illustrations.”  (But his look told me he didn’t see how God was already working the circumstance out 
for good.) 

If you refuse to put your heart’s patient hope in the Lord, you won’t find the smooth path.  
You’ll get caught in a spiritual devil’s den, not discerning right from wrong.  And within a few years, 
you’ll be wondering, “How am I ever going to dig myself out of the messes I’ve made of my life.”  
And the further you have strayed from God’s path, the more difficult and more tearful the journey back 
to that path will be. 

Stay on that path in the first place, and you’ll enjoy the blessings of a God-centered and God-
guided life. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Reject your own insights.  Do not consider yourself wise 
and become a fool.  Humbly acknowledge that you need God to guide you in every decision big and 
small.  Obey Him and reject every opportunity to sin. 


