
Finding God's Will 

(Even when it seems to hide) 

Part 4

A conversation with the Lord that takes place every time we want Him to endorse a 
sinful path: 
 Us:  God, can I do this? 
 God:  No. 
 Us:  God, can I do this? 
 God:  No. 
 Us:  God, can I do this? 
 God:  No. 
 Us:  God, can I do this? 
 God:  No. 
 Us:  God, can I do this? 
 God:  No. 
 Us:  God never speaks to me!!!!!  Why don’t I hear His voice?!?  Where is He?  I ask Him again and 
again what He wants me to do, and I don’t hear any answer! 

Sometimes when we accuse God of silence, we are speaking falsely.  For example, one girl said 
she wanted God’s guidance on whether she should continue dating an unbeliever who was trying to 
pressure her into having sex.  She claimed that the Lord was just leaving her in the dark about what to 
do.  He really wasn’t.  But because her heart didn’t like God’s answer, she told herself that He wasn’t 
speaking.  She rationalized her disobedience by slandering God and saying that He was refusing to 
reveal His will to her. 

Be careful not to do that.  Search the scriptures.  Never accuse God of silence on an issue on 
which He speaks.  Ignorance of His will is often a self-imposed sickness that we give ourselves because 
we think that means we aren’t responsible to obey.  Let me be clear:  You are responsible to obey God’s 
commands, even if you pretend you didn’t know them. 

Here is a sampling of the things God tells us are certainly His will: 
 1) We know for sure it is God's will that we believe Him and trust Christ as our Savior and make Him 
Lord of every area of our life, completely surrendering to Him.  (If I only surrender the parts of my life 
I'm comfortable surrendering, I haven't really made Him Lord.) 
 2) We know for sure it is God's will that once we have found Christ, we do not live the same way 
anymore.  "Go and sin no more," Jesus said.  And in 1 John 2, it says, "My little children, these things I 
write to you that you may not sin."  God's will is that we be freed from sin, not free to sin. 
 3) We know for sure it is God's will that we love others.  "This is my commandment:  That you love 
one another," Jesus said. 
 4) We know for sure it is God's will that we be honest.  "You shall not bear false witness," the Bible 
says.  And again, "I hate and abhor lying," (Psa 119:163).  And again, a "righteous man hates lying" 
(Prov. 13:5) And again, "putting away lying" (Eph 4:25) And again "Do not lie to one another" (Col 
3:9) 
 5) We know for sure it is God's will that we be witnesses for Christ.  "You shall be my witnesses," 



Jesus said.  And again, "Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men," He said.  And again, 
"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations," He said. 
 6) We know for sure it is God's will that we not be profane or dishonorable to Him in our speech.  
"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless 
who takes His name in vain" (Exodus 20:7) 
 7) We know for sure it is God's will that we don't have any sexual relationships outside of marriage.  
"You shall not commit adultery." (Exodus 20)  And again, "For this is the will of God:  your 
sanctification; that you should abstain from sexual immorality." (1 Thess 4:3) And again, "fornicators 
and adulterers God will judge" (Heb 13:4)  And again, "the body is not for sexual immorality but for 
the Lord... or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you... and you 
are not your own?" (1 Cor 6:13,19) 
 8) We know for sure it is God's will that we not take anything that isn't rightfully ours or to even want 
to take what is not rightfully ours.  "You shall not steal....  You shall not covet" (Exodus 20:15,17) 

If I study the word of God, I'll find His will very quickly on matters which He has made His 
will abundantly clear to us all.  But if I fight Him on these matters, I forfeit His guidance. 

These commands from God are given to me to protect me and bring about the most abundant 
life possible for me, because God loves me.  Satan wants me to overlook the commands and suffer the 
consequences, because he hates me. 
  

Mistake 4) 
We listen to bad advice from people who don't have God's will in mind 

Psalm 1 tells us that the person who will be blessed by God is the one "who walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly."  That means to find God's blessing, I must not give ear to those who have no 
regard for God's will.  The unsaved person and the person who spends little or no time in prayer and 
study of the Bible will not be equipped to point me in the right direction.  The same psalm says that the 
one who will be blessed is one whose "delight is in the law of the Lord... day and night." 

Obey in the general things to hear God on the specifics 

Sometimes finding God's will in specific things requires obeying Him in more general things, 
even when He commands us to do something opposite of what we want. 

Remember the story of Philip the apostle and how he led the eunuch from Ethiopia to Christ?  
First you have to keep in mind that Philip loved preaching the gospel, and that's what Acts 8:25 tells us 
Philip was doing, very successfully, in Samaria. 

But then God said to Philip through an angel, "Get up and go out to a certain road in the 
desert."  No explanation was given.  If you were Philip, what would you have thought?  Would you 
have complained about God's command? 

"But God," maybe you would have protested.  "Everything's going so well.  My evangelism is 
bearing fruit.  And you want me to leave here and go out in the desert?  Come on, God!  You've GOT to 
be kidding me!" 



But that's not what Philip did.  Instead he obeyed God and went to the desert road between 
Jerusalem and Gaza.  There he saw a chariot, and heard the very specific command of God's voice:  
"Go near and overtake this chariot." 

When Philip did that, he found the eunuch bursting at the seams ready to receive Christ as soon 
as he heard from Philip who Jesus was from the scriptures. 

Sometimes we don't know what God wants us to do specifically because we don't do what we 
know He wants in general.  We have to, like Philip, obey the general commands (Go to that road in the 
desert) in order to hear God's voice in the specific commands (Overtake that chariot right there).  If you 
don’t hear God’s voice on specific things, perhaps it’s because He is waiting to speak until you arrive at 
the road He has told you to take.  Perhaps you’re on the wrong road, because of disobedience to His 
general command. 

You want to know God's choice for a spouse?  Start with a commitment to obeying His general 
commands on marriage.  (You will remain sexually abstinent until marriage; you will marry a fellow 
follower of Christ, you will remain married and faithful for life, etc.)  Your obedience in the general 
will set you up to hear God's voice in the specific. 

You want to know what career to pick?  Start with a commitment to obey God's general 
commands on work.  (You will work hard; you will engage in honest business practices; you will do a 
job that is moral and honors Him and allows you to take part in church worship and ministry, etc.)  
Your obedience in the general will set you up to hear God's voice in the specific. 

You want to know what church to join?  Start with a commitment to obey God’s general 
commands.  (Not forsaking the gathering of yourselves together, keeping the unity of the Spirit, 
fulfilling the Great Commission, spurring one another on to love and good deeds, going to the place 
where God is working and inviting you to join Him, etc.)  Your obedience in the general will set you 
up to hear God's voice in the specific. 


