
For Such a Time 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews 
will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will 
perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for 

such a time as this? 
          --Esther 4:14

An election day devotional

It was a land of great abundance and prosperity, such as had not been known 
before.  So much wealth was in the kingdom that the king threw huge week-long 
parties where he decreed everyone attending could have as much as he wanted to 
consume. 

Esther had just been made the queen of this wealthy land, because the 
previous queen had dared to displease the king only once.  She had all the prosperity 
and comfort a person could ask for, so long as she didn't do anything to offend the 
king.  It would have been tempting for her not to risk all she had, but she risked 
much more--even her life--to speak up in defense of the defenseless innocents who 
had been sentenced to die a violent death by an arrogant and powerful "noble" named 
Haman, who hated the people of God. 

In Esther 4:14, Mordecai, the Lord's humble servant, speaks to Esther, telling 
her that God's desire was to protect the Jews from Haman, and letting her know that 
God might have placed her in the position she held for such a time as this, so that she 
could be His instrument of protection. 

But there was a catch: For Esther to approach the king uninvited was an 
offense carrying the penalty of death.  If she entered his chamber and he did not 
respond by extending toward her his royal golden scepter, it would be off with her 
head.  She was being asked to risk everything.  And, praise be to God, she was 
willing. 

She put the word out to all of God's people that they were to fast and to pray 
that she might find favor in the king's eyes when she entered his presence.  She also 
fasted and prayed and had her maidens do the same.  And she made the decision that 
she would go through with it.  "If I perish, I perish," she told Mordecai, matter-of-
factly.  The lives of the innocent who would soon be violently put to death were 
worth it; and she knew that even if she kept silent and survived Haman's death decree 
on her people, she couldn't expect to escape God's judgment for failing to speak in 
her people's defense when He had given her the opportunity. 

God came through.  The king extended his scepter.  Later, when she discussed 
the situation with the king, he responded by reversing Haman's order.  The lives of 
the innocent were saved.  The arrogant, evil Haman, who relished the feel of innocent 



blood on his hands, was judged harshly and replaced by the Lord's humble servant 
Mordecai. 

Does this relate to us today?  In a word, yes.  Our government's current laws 
are a death sentence for millions of children in the womb.  The humanity and 
personhood of the child from the moment of conception is indisputably clear in God's 
word, as is the utter wrongness of abortion.  (See Psalm 139:13-16; Jer. 1:5; Gen. 25:22-
24; Jer. 22:3; Deut. 30:19; Psalm 10; Prov. 17:15; Exodus 21:22-25; Psalm 94; Prov. 6:17; 
Isaiah 1:15-17; and Luke 1:39-44 just for a start.) 

For the follower of Christ, there is no excuse for failing to speak in defense of 
these defenseless ones.  No excuse for remaining silent and enjoying the wealth and 
prosperity of the land when that prosperity is purchased with the blood of babies 
shed in our nation's abortion centers with the full consent and sanction of the leaders 
we have appointed.  To speak in the children's defense, we would have to risk far less 
than Esther.  We are already blessed with a nation that holds out the golden scepter to 
every one of us, allowing us each November to enter the king's chamber and pull 
levers in the voting booth, casting our ballot in favor of the unborn. 

For this reason, today's devotional is a call to individual and corporate action, 
to learn from Esther's story and to respond to it in the following ways: 

1)  Do not consider your own prosperity or financial gain an issue worthy of 
your vote.  If you vote for a Haman because you believe it will fatten your wallet or 
make your life more comfortable, some of the innocent blood our nation sheds will 
splash on your hands.  And God will see it. 

2) Fast and pray for the upcoming elections, calling upon all of God's people 
around you to do the same.  Pray that the Lord will use your efforts and magnify the 
power of your vote. 

3)  Give thanks to God for placing you in such a position for such a time, 
allowing you the opportunity to have a say in whether our nation will take or protect 
innocent lives.  Then fulfill your responsibility.  Respond to the extended scepter by 
entering the voting booth and speaking in defense of the unborn. 

4)  Ask God to respond to the prayers and actions of His people, saving the 
babies and replacing arrogant leaders who favor abortion with humble leaders who 
follow God's will. 

In the years to come, God will create many children in His image, and place 
them in the womb.  Many of them will live or will die as a result of what happens on 
election day.  I implore you all, brothers and sisters in Christ, to do what the Lord is 
calling you to do.  "Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do 
it, sins." (James 4:17, NIV) 
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