
God's Waiting Room (part 1) 

"Be still, and know that I am God." 
--Psalm 46:10a

Sitting in the eye doctor's waiting room, I couldn't help but get a little fidgety.  After 
all, my appointment had already been delayed more than three hours, and when it came time 
for my surgery, I had to wait another two hours to get in.  I began to feel like a little kid who 
can't sit still for very long.  The anticipation of what would happen when I saw the doctor 
was too much for me to take, and with all my being I just wanted the wait to be over. 

When I finally got in, the Lasik procedure was very quick, and I left the building 
without the severe nearsightedness with which I'd been born.  That day produced such 
improved eyesight that now it doesn't seem like the wait was too long. 

Sometimes God puts us in His waiting room to take away our spiritual 
nearsightedness and give us a clear vision of His perfect plan.  The desire to get into a 
ministry or accomplish a great task makes the waiting room seem like a supreme waste of 
time, and we complain: "Hey, why is this taking so long, God?  I'm ready to go now!" 

Like a parent of an impatient toddler who's bouncing off the walls, our heavenly 
Father pleads with us, "Just be still."  He knows the wait will be worth it.  And He wants us 
to trust Him.  The voice of Jesus commanded the stormy winds and tumultuous waves of the 
sea to be still, and they obeyed.  So why is it so hard for us to submit to the same command 
from our Savior when our hearts are tempest-tossed? 

It's interesting that Psalm 23, presenting our God as our Shepherd, says of Him, "He 
makes me to lie down in green pastures."  Not just, "He provides me green pastures."  Not 
just, "He allows me to lie down in green pastures."  But, He makes me lie down.  Because 
sometimes a sheep gets so restless that he can't calm himself without the loving hand of the 
Shepherd on the back of his neck, gently but firmly pushing him into the tranquility of lying 
down.  Were the sheep to just obey the shepherd's command to be at peace and be still, the 
gentle coercion would be unnecessary; but we are a restless lot. 

Our impatience makes miserable for us an experience that need not be so trying.  The 
waiting room is an opportunity to recline at the feet of the Shepherd, trust Him, submit to 
Him fully, and calmly learn from Him the great and mighty things "which you do not 
know."  The waiting room is no longer a dreary experience when we allow Him to still us, 
and look forward to the clearer spiritual vision we'll have in the end.  What we think a time 
of futile inactivity and lack of opportunity, He might see as a time of sanctifying us and 
making us holy for what great things lie ahead.  We benefit most and quickest from the 
waiting room when we realize that there is no waste of time in the center of His perfect will.  
We are, after all, as Jim Elliott put it, waiting on Him for Whom it is no vain thing to wait. 
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