
Integrity's Value 

"Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity 
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool." 

--Proverbs 19:1

One day I had lunch at Burger King, and I paid for my Whopper Value 
Meal with a five-dollar bill; but the cashier, not looking closely, mistook it for 
a ten and handed me back five dollars and change.  It might be tempting in 
that situation to smirk and pocket the money, thinking, "Man, I just got paid 
for eating lunch.  What a deal!" 

I'm glad that I didn't do that.  I gave her back the five and told her that 
she was mistaken about how much change she owed me. 

She was very thankful.  She said, "Oh, thank you, thank you" several 
times.  I wondered what would have happened to her if I had kept the cash.  
Would it have come out of her paycheck at the end of the day when the 
register receipts showed she came up short?  Would prices have gone up for 
everyone else because of the money lost? 

When we're dishonest, even in small things, we hurt other people in big 
ways.  And by doing so, we hurt ourselves.  It isn't worth 5 dollars to do 
something dishonest.  You'll be successful in life if your integrity isn't for 
sale.  There will be times in your life when you're tempted to sell your 
integrity for money.  Don't do it.  Other people's respect for you is worth more 
than money.  And selling your integrity for five bucks would be foolish and 
stupid.  So would selling your integrity for a whole lot of money. 

What can you buy with money that's worth more than your good 
character?  Absolutely nothing!  What's money going to buy you that's worth 
more than having friends who always believe you when you speak?  
Absolutely nothing! 

Your integrity gives you a good name.  People will recognize you as an 
honest person and respect you for it.  And having people trust you will make 
you successful in a way that money can't. 

If you're tempted to fool someone to get something that isn't rightly 
yours, remember that it doesn't matter if you get away with it.  God sees it, and 
He is more interested in developing your character than in fattening your 
wallet.  He may allow you to get caught stealing.  Because He wants to turn 
you into someone others can trust.  He wants you to "do to others the same 
thing you would want them to do to you." 



So if you find a wallet someone lost, return it to them with all the 
money in it.  If you're given too much change at the store, even if it's a small 
amount, give it back. 

If you were the one losing the money, you would want someone else to 
be honest enough to give it back.  Be that kind of someone who considers 
honesty more valuable than money, and you will not be alone in time of need.  
Because people like helping someone they know they can trust. 
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