
Witness & Worship 

Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be 
converted to You....  And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your 

righteousness.  O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth 
Your praise.  For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; 

You do not delight in burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit, a broken and a contrite heart -- these, O God, You will not 

despise. 
--Psalm 51:13-17

I remember a story a pastor once told about a young man who had 
committed a sexual sin and was making excuses for himself to the elders of his 
church.  "After all," the young man said, "I didn't do anything worse than what 
David did in the Bible." 

One of the church elders then wisely responded, "You've shown us you 
can sin like David.  Now show us you can repent like him." 

Truly, the church is not lacking people who can sin like David -- we all 
can.  But how many of us have passed the test of repenting like him?  In these 
verses from David's repentance psalm, we see two signs that will show that 
our repentance has been complete:  True repentance will be evident in our 
witness and in our worship. 

First, are you a witnesser?  Can you say to your Savior, along with 
David, "I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will be converted to 
You"?  For repentance to be real, we have to recognize that God's holiness 
makes our sin an abomination to Him, and recognize the greatness of His 
mercy, that He has forgiven us.  Those two realizations will make us want to 
tell others about the Lord. 

Perhaps you have a sin in your past that, like David's sin, carried pretty 
serious consequences.  My brother or sister, please know that no failure from 
the past is an excuse to sit on the spiritual sidelines.  If you've repented of that 
sin, it's time to get back into the game.  God's plan for His child who has 
turned from sin is that the child start speaking to others trapped in sin about 
God's holiness and mercy, so that they, too, can be set free. 

Secondly, are you a worshiper?  By that, I mean a TRUE worshiper like 
the repentant David.  Fake, ineffectual worship comes to an end in the life of 
someone who is truly repentant of his sins.  David realized that worship 
wasn't about making the right sacrifices and offerings, or about any external 



actions.  It's about a spirit that agrees with God that our sin was wrong and a 
mouth that praises Him from the heart for His forgiveness. 

We can sit in a pew and bow our head in prayer and give sacrificially in 
the offering, but that's not what shows true repentance.  A broken and contrite 
heart before Him is what He desires.  God isn't looking at our facial expression 
when we go to church, He's examining our heart.  He knows when we're just 
"playing church" and pretending to honor Him, and He despises it. 

God's mercy on us has been greater than words of a thousand tongues 
could express; so let us with hearts truly in love with Him open our mouths 
daily to declare His praise to our brothers and His wonderful salvation to 
those who do not yet know Him.  Witness and worship -- that's the life 
purpose of the true child of God, and the natural result of having truly 
repented of our sins. 
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