
Answer the Door 

"You're out of your mind," they told her....  But Peter 
kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and 

saw him, they were astonished. 
--Acts 12:15-16

The followers of Christ had gathered together to pray during what was a 
very sad moment in the life or their church.  Their pastor Peter was in prison for 
boldly proclaiming Jesus, and they were earnestly praying around the clock for 
him. 

Hearing their prayers, God intervened and turned the situation around in 
Peter's favor by orchestrating a late night super-natural jail break.  When Peter 
showed up at the house, a girl named Rhoda went to the door.  She was so 
excited to find out it was Peter that she forgot to let him in and rushed back into 
the room to tell everyone God had come through in a miraculous way.  But they 
didn't believe her, because her claim didn't make sense to them.  Peter's 
miraculous rescue didn't fit logically into their minds' conception of how God 
operates, so they assumed it couldn't really have happened. 

"You're out of your mind, Rhoda," they told her in the condescending tone 
of people who "know better" than to believe wild stories about God doing 
something miraculous.  She persisted, telling them that she was completely sane, 
and that Peter was standing at the door.  Still unwilling to believe their prayers 
could produce providential intervention of this magnitude, they told her she 
must have just seen an angel, but surely not seen Peter.  (God had performed a 
miracle, but they were determined to find a "logical" explanation for what had 
"really happened."  And their explanation turned out not to be very logical at all.) 

As they continued to discuss the situation and fret over Peter's 
imprisonment, the answer to their prayers was standing at the door, waiting for 
them to open it and receive God's gracious gift to them.  Peter just kept on 
knocking, and then, finally, they came to the door. 

"Seeing is believing," and these folks were walking by sight, not by faith, 
so they didn't believe until they saw Peter at the door with their own eyes.  And 
then they were shocked.  God is so mighty and so full of grace that He often 
answers our prayers even when our faith is so small we have trouble believing 
the answers will come.  He proves Himself to be the One "who is able to do 



exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think." 
Have you been praying for something "impossible?"  The salvation of a 

loved one with a stony heart?  The healing of a servant of the Lord who has 
suddenly fallen deathly ill?  The restoration of a marriage on the rocks?  The 
growth of a ministry hanging by a thread?  Deliverance from a besetting sin that 
keeps on defeating you?  Protection from a powerful enemy whose heart is set on 
your ruin? 

Pray expectantly, believing that prayers said in Jesus' Name and 
according to His will shall indeed be answered, even if your intellect tells you 
that it's impossible.  Trust Him to hear and answer your cries for help.  Be 
prepared for Him to move.  Then, in faith, get up and answer the door. 
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